



JISst Ee No. "5 a 
"; APRIL ‘95 £2.99 


' 
a 

















13 
1 


reg (Pyle bee ee 2 





i . fi - 
=a P i : ee ~\ : ‘: a 
he it 4 = >... . s » . : F 
sf ' — - : oi 
. \ ‘3 
r 7 _ x. bal, Lan | 
‘ - a L pee. i - = B: “ah | ’ ‘ia i 
c i 4 | s ia | » o. —_—" 
+ Tt ee ll” “al | aaa 
Pe res oa | af jb es r ee oe df a + MH a 


BES jf BOUBIOND no, 


OX INSITO Ad | 


vonroapgad | 
PRY | O LE LOY 
SiNIn 


pres - —2 Pa | he f 


a 





e Software at a aaa’ 
Grab esse epes a 1 CPC — 


as 


= 


= 
ne 
oe 


8 oats PD news and reviews! 


aot 
r a. 4 nl 





i i — 2 i 
at | i} Tt) a“ j | Se ue =a ‘hat eee bes malt fui ie 





_ ihard- and software they want and for a good 


price, too. David Crookes cuts out the 
‘confusion and frustration and leads you to 
the sources of the best CPC Soreaan. 


Roe 7 


Get a Clint in your eye when 
you turn sharp shooter in an 


pumping iron, it's bullets 
you need to shift! 


An a-maze-ing race 

wasting ghosties 

and popping pills 

in ‘probably the 

most difficult 

Pacman game you've 
| ever played.’ Can 

you handle it? 


More reviews? Fewer Techy Tips? Less 
machine code? We ask the questions. You 
five us the answers, honestly, accurately 
and in your own time. We learn more about 


you. So you get a customised magazine and 


as @ that’s not reward enough — you could 


win a Jiffy Bag of software, too! 44 
Now, ts that fam or wot! FR rE 


Let your CPC bear the brunt of your word = 

® processing burden with the BrunWord package. 

& BrunWord is a byword for quality word 5% 

| processing and you could win the Elite Mark 

ROM Module - if you enter our quick 
competition! Turn to page 20 now! 





me Graphically challenged? Show 

'_ | what you mean by adding 
Ba pictures to your plots. 
ed Designed for disc users but tape 
+ types can use it, too. Whether you 

. have 128K, 644 or the multiface 

2) 128K or 6K versions, no matter! 

Make your programs action-packed 
and image- 
infested with 
TUSS! 
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5 Serious action! 


You've got it, someone, somewhere, 


24 Back i issues 
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Ww 0 Basically BASIC 


19 Hardware 


- What's happening 
CPC news. Also, ‘at home’ with AA and 
AA readers on the internet. 


Reaction 
Letters, even the odd sentence.: 


We've got it taped. For you. 


_ Amscene Directory 
The AA guide to who's who and where, 
Want to be in the know? Start here. 


Heds 
J rae 





| wants it. You want it? Someone's got it. 


0 Competition! 
A BrunWord Elite Mark fl ROM Module i 


needs a new owner. Could it be you? 


Indispensable and mgxXPENsive. if you 
missed out the first time all is not lost. 


sn 
i 2 
— 
| | 
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File festa. Three types of CPC fles. 


6 Assembly line 


Richard Fasrhurst | goes loopy — - gil in the 
interests of CPC research, of course. 


You can screen and screen until 


you're sick, using a Vidi Digitiser. 
Richard Wildey calls the shots. 


21 Techy forum | 
Is the heat on? Richard Fairhurst can 
advise. Need to improve your 
connections? Richard can help, 
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_ Public image 

Does Finger Print make its. mark? Do 
Rambase v6 and Dave's House count 
for anything? Kerth Woods i is the judge. 


News and reviews from Hits CPG * zane 
scene, Also, ‘A Rowgh Guide to Pictures’. 





AA116 on sale: 


ABC 15,168 


Meche ote deci Bored Celie ff 
J SG - nH 





What's happening... 





ccrtemerclal eekaers coebake? Tin ack W your Beary 
a member of Waichdog-6 or PSD (Professional 
Standards “or Destination). 

Watchdog-3 is a new voluntary scheme for the 
software industry. it is run by the peopte at Prism PD 
but is “untased and independent of that compuary 
says a spokesman. tt is based on the PSD, the 
Largest offaial watchdog for the all formal computer 
industry. The PSD works alongside Trading 
Standards and with the computer crime divisions of 
county constabulanes and with New Scotland Yard. 

The PSD aims to remove the spread of 
mnograpé: soltware in two ways: lo make sure 
that mad order companies chearhy label materal that 
isn't suitable for chitdren so there ane no unpleasant 
SUTPnSEs nthe post said a spokesmian; and to 
pass to the poke, detads of compenmes suspected 
of dealing ni chad pornography, for example, 

To pn Waichdoe-6 software companies 
cOmbete an appbcation form. ital in order, the 
Company making the anpacaiion receves a logo to 
USe Offs Statonery, 

PSD John Oudiey « 01621 TFS778. 
Watehdog-8, 13 Rodney Clas, Rugby C¥22 THL 


a: 
Vrowid Wade Web is the 
Ives! trendans! place Lo 
be on the internet (that 
source of mlormaton and 
opimons that drsbehevers. 
treat with tie scephersmi 
some doclors reserve for 
complaints of PRT or ME.) 

Whee you can't access 
it with your CPC the Boods 
ol emad recearnd since we 
pubished the AA lntemet 
address show that many of 
you use college resources 
bo tao Shang the 

The offical AA Stes at 
hithps Anan, iutorene.. co.uk! 
computing 
ansiradactu finn. 
Horwvewner, if pou Start at 


Amstrad Action 
Future Publishing, 30 Monmouth 
Street, Bath, Aven BA! 2BW 

e O1225 4422344 

Fax 01225 446019 

E-mail asfuturenet.co. uk 


MOTE: Picase do not ring the office bor 
Pace. We Can Oty atwet your 

| questens through the pages of the 
magpanne. Please send writen enquenes 
to one of the addresses abowe. 













hitoc Awww futurenetcouk,’ thes is the front page of 
the Future Pubbshung WAVW Site with: Gnks. mo the 
home pages of all the Future magaznes. 

You can also find your way to the home page of 
AA reader KLE.W Thacker al 
hit: /Avww.cm.clacuk/User hE. W/Amstrad or 
that of AA tan ‘bap’. 

(i you are bemused by the above information 
refer back to ‘Get the message’, AA105.) 


FUTURE MUSIC'S 








Want to make music, sveet, sweet music? Then 
come atong to MEMS billed as: ‘the ultimate event to 
learn what's hip ‘n’ happening in the word of music 
and sound technology... and an ace place for 
computer fans, too." 

Ar MEMS, youll find demos and displays from 
he world’s leading kit manufacturers and also from 

the distributors. 

*| The dates are Friday, 21 to 
we} Sunday, 23 April and the place, 
| Obempga in London. Tickets cost 
£5 in advance or £8 on the 

| door, but Amstrad Achon have 
| sraharhussded pois ld 
readers! 

All you have 
to do is tell us 
which tube line 
Olympes is on. 

But hurry - 
to get the 
winners bckets 
to them on tore 
we need to 
receive your 
answers Dy 
Monday, 10 
April 


Ad Sales Executive Rob Bennett 
Production Clair Booth,Jayne Owen 


© Fetere Publishing Lid 1975 

Amstrad Action is an independent publication. The 
company producing it haa no conmection with Arrntrad 
pic. We canned guaranties to return material swbenitted, 
reasons of spate and clarity. 








Compo winners 

| | wart a dal are: Dave at Derman 

PO: Jordan Low, Angus; | Russell, Inverness; 
| Stephen Rich, Aarpenden: James Pinna, 
| Spiteby. (Sorry James. Abd & few proven 
with your writtng! Ed 
Richard Famhurst wrote Fluff and he also writes 
for Amstrad Action 


| The (mage Conscious winner is 
— Jahnson, Tamworth. The answer ig BARRY, 


The Alternative Competition winners are 

(15 tithes) P Adams, Bristol; (5 tithes) J Slater, 
Peterborough: (5 tithes) Alasdair Stewart. 
Ardler by Blairgowrie: (5 ttles| 

Gary Andrews, Larne. 





WACCI for free 

CampurSoft offering a free copy of WACCT to new 
cusiomers buying software, No minimum purchase 
IS MCeSSary. 
DES you or DESn’t you? 
CampurSolt is offering two free DES prograrss to 
DES ROM owners, Send a desc, SAE/Uity Bag and 
state whether you want the screen grabber Camera 
or the tracking sector editor Dise Eavtor, (The letter 
Ss wery powerful and isn't suitable for beginners.) 


No waiting 

The eight socket (you tan upgrade to a IS socket 
version, later) ROMbox from Campursott enanies 
instant access to your program,programs $6 not 
only does it Save you time ban it reduces. wear on 
your hard drive, too 

A ROMbox is 8 program encoder on acho so 
YOU only need to access your disc when saving or 
loading a particular datafile, 

Note that to work with a ROMbos all CRC Plus 
machines require a penpheral adaptor (not available 
from Campursoft). Price £35 pis £2 p&p. 
Campursoft 10 Mcintcesh Court, Wellpark, Glasgow 
G31 2HW @ 0141 $94 4735 Fax = 0141 227 4486 


3-inch dises for sale 

Original Maxell-and Amsoft inch discs for sale, £25 
fine! p&p) for ten discs. GampurSoft has recewved a 
new consignment. Numbers are, however, limeted to 
ten discs per person. From Campursoft. 

(For contact informaton see above.) 





Contributions are only accepted on the basis of full 
assignment of copyright to Future Publishing. All letters 
qubmitted are aaaumed to be for publcation, We take 
care to ensure that everything we publish is accurate, but 
cannot be Gable for ay errors or omissicns.Mo part of 
this publication ri be reeroduted in ary Ton wetheout 
BTitien Permiqgion, 

Amstrad Action recognises all copyrights contained 
the copyright hoder, Please foel free te contact us if we 
have tailed to recognise your copyright - we will be 
happy to correct any rrersehil. 


Printed in the UR by Wiliam Gibbons and Son Ltd, 
Wihenhal, West Midkands WV14 EXT. 


A4pnliooS AMSTHAD ACTION 





SD 








Write to us at: Reaction, Amsfrad Action, 30 Monmouth 
Street, Bath, Avon BAl 2BW or you can e-mail us at 
aa@futurenet.co.uk putting ‘reaction’ in the subject line. 


Web feat Perhaps. blup can help with the next one = the ch at 

: ne his | adr tells me he's in 

| wrote to you suggesting you create your own the end of his e-mail adcress tells me he's i 
Switzerland which is “aivogd $0... 


AA home page. Now you have and I've had a 
look at it (see ‘Coming to a PC near you’, page 
3 - Ed). I think it is very good, quite amazing, in 
fact. Especially all the pictures. So how about 
covering the following topics... 

@® ftp-sites with amstrad cpc-software. 

® information on how to link a cp¢ to a pe 

® information on the newest and best 
cpc-emulators and their use? 
blupezinfo.vmsmailethz.ch 


Shoaty, shovwly please. | was rubtesh at foreign 
languages at school and thes looks nothing like 
English to me. All those letters without vowels, the 
ampersand... Seriously though, blup (that's gotta be 
foceign or youd be Herbert or Rodney), thank you 
Though I'm afraid it's Rob, the Art Edilor who takes 
credit for the pictures and the Futurenet Ondine 
Editor who put it on to the Web site, 

It you look at the Amscene/Directory on page 7 
voUll sae we have added a new secbon-with 
information about fip-sites for cpc-reloted issues. if 
anyone Knows of any more, please wre in. AA 


Access | 


Sonsan-atiea ideas? 

| go to Germany every summer for my holidays 
and it would be nice to buy some Gorman 
games. If you do get games abroad do they sill 
use the name Amstrad? 

Alasdair Stewart, Dundee 


lt’s okay, we’re covered 
Why not lose more AA-produced pages and 
replace them with sample fanzines photocopied 
onto AS paper and included as a supplement? 
This would result in a decent-sized magazine, 
provide free advertising for fanzines and user 
groups and reduce AA's production costs. | 
prefer the covertape in its current form = a 
complete game plus demos/utilities more than 
justifies the £2.95 cover price. 

Mark Payne, Redditch 


Mark, thanks for your concem about our production 
costs! We are happy to publish details of fanzines 
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and USer groups = © fact, any util CPC mio = m 
our Directory on page 7 which readers can help keep 
UpHiOaate & y fet fhying us of changes or omissions. 

And, Mark, Bee } asked where fo Bnd to buy or 
swap games. Our reader ads Sint is the place, This 
month ifs on ‘page 15. You could probably trade your 
mother, ot just your Mesic Maxer package! Theugh 
if you go to MEMS (see page 3) you might be 
insered to keep the MM package, Can't youch for 
your mother, though! Aa 


Going up 

| buy your rad mag whan | get the money. I've 
got a 6128 and a GX4000. And I've tons of 
questions to ask you... 

1 AA is IR£4 here in Ireland. Will this price be 
going down? 

2 [és Trading Post the best place to got carts 
from? They-only have 10. 

3 Do no software houses make games any 
more? You didn't review any in AAL1Z. 

4 | missed a few good issues. Have you had the 
hardware project so the GX4000 can be 
plugged up to a cassette recorder? 


I You may have the best beer and very sexy accents 
but you also have 215% VAT on magazines (zererated 
inthe UK) Arneway. Peter you've been bending the 
truth. barn reliably informed that 44 costs IR£S.92 
not IRs. Shame on-you! And as for going down, 
Sorry. From this issue A4 costs more (wherever you 
buy it) — 4p im the UK, so around ’p in Eire, 

2 Carts are hard to get hold of. Try Wizard and 
Computer Cavern (see Amscene Directory, page 7), 
3 it's down to independent stuff, I'm afraid, 

4 AGGGGGGHG! AA 


(012577 O. 3. SOFTWARE (01257) = 


Fast Friendly Service 


421915 


PRINTERS 
Dorsal printers Gated below oro quitebly far 
we with AMSTRAD CPC, CPC 
When ordering pease tote computer 
SEAR LD F Bis Mane Llaees 
STAR LOWO0 9 Pin MonoyCotour £169.95 
[ine Cotpor More Ribben « Coeuedurp 3j 
STAR LOZ) 24 Pin Mone £16e.93 
All prices incivde sobre 5 celpery 
PRINTER osha 
para 
Ey 
Peet 
ae) 
aod 
es] 
irr 
cg 
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CALRCSHT Pye: | Mercenaries 
LPSTe Seager Pre 

RCPS SAUTER ia ee 
crate Sree ta 


BUDGET CASSETTES £3.75 EACH 
i Cosunedeal Cletus 
or lh a 


yp 

Soccer Cavble J 
Lemp Tartans 
That eee 


Wa rear 


Do you feel lucky, punk? 

This month, t's your chance 
fo be Clvt Eastwood in 
Spaghett Western, a game 
recemby voted one of the allimne 
clasacs by readers of our sister 
mag Commodore Format. 50 


plug in your joystick, Erie ie hat vigcer free 


and get ready to pump bubets through the 
cullaws — whch, unsurprisingly, i the general 
aan Of thes game. 

Is not quite that easy, of 
course. Olxects of af sorts are 
fhrown at you, which sap your 
energy on conmlach And even on 
jewel |, the oublaws have a Knack 

cf taking pol shots at you and 
ducking behind windows onby to 
be replaced by an 
mnGcent CHmans whom 
yOu ne mat meant to 
shoot: party because 
youll be penaksed tor it, 
and partly because youl waste valuable 
amma, (Alinasic: or wot? — Ed) 

Your stock of bullets. +s displayed at 
lhe bottom of the screen, as a.bar 
represening your current energy ievel 
and a count-of pust how mach cash your 
hsthul of dollars: contaars. 

You gan the dosh by shooting 
ouwlews and, oddly enough, picking up 
Wide, to pick up an object, press Fire! 
and mie Pe mate Bom there are 





AK eh anand chips eos = 
Moving the joystick left moves your player 





| insert ade A of the tape, type TAPE if you're 3 
disc drive owner, and then press CTRL and 
| ENTER. The tape menu loads... Using cursor 





Zee keys and ENTER to select you can transfer the 


| Contents. to disc and nad ary program, 
| lf you want to transfer the Ales to disc, you 
need a blank disc formatted to data fonmat: 





f your tape comes up with Read enor a of 
‘Reac error b’, our dupktators, Ablex, are the 
Y Peote (0 COmMact 











left. Mowing it ngnt... Tou get the 
ereral ihe. 

To pump (handy to avosd balls 
ihrown at you), move the joystick 
Up and in the opposite direchon 
to the way you're walling. So if 
, youre pomp night, mee the 
| poystck up and lett 


eexckfete icmesnia 


Pacmarr old hat, nght? Move around the maze, 


awood the ghosts, eat the pills, collect the bonus 


poets. Mo problem 
Today's CPC generainon 
demands Sonnething 
mone. Cyber ies 
Drograruner, Paul 
Fainman, Came up wath 
the following tuist from 
tthe depths of his rather 
| Warped und. 

In this game you Can 
get out your laser and. 
well, waste the phosts- 
Despite this, t's shil probably the most difficult 
Pacman gare youve ever played. Control is by 
joysick on redefinable keys. 


ciaikaal kalecere 
Programmers are programmers, and graphic 
artists ane graphec arists, and never the twam 
ws paahlgssertbilayg hia che eee chegalgetde age 
you've finshed your latest eightlevel scrofing 
shookemap and the spaceships sia captal 


instructions 


Witte to them et Ablex Audio Video Ltd, 
Harcourt, Halesfield 14, Telford, Shrops 
TF? 40h, enclosing your lape, your name ane 
address, a descrotion of the problem, and 
what CPC you use, 

If the covertane loads oxay but youre shill 
having problems geting it to actually do what 
i's meant to. an shout at Ablex instead write 

to Covertane C Techy Forum, Amstrad 
Acton, 30 Monmau th Street, Bath, A 

BAl 2BW of mad us on aseiuturenct.co.uk 
muting ‘covertane eect be 


Tl oe 5u 


to play about with and even an RSX sprite driver 





i 








N end 





Still fire tull stops at the ahens. 

Using TLSS, as it's more Commonly Krol, 
you can pet arcund ties by, ef... panching 
graphics from other people's programs. There 
are four versions accessible irom the TLISS 
loading menu; 128K, 
b4K, and the special 
125K and 6416, tor 
Muthiace users. 

So firstly boad the 
program from which 
you want to pench 
some graphics into 
memocy whech 1s 
ophon 2 on ie 
program menu m the 
nomial versons. However, if you have a Mlultface 
WOU Can smect one of ine special Mulbrace 
Wersnons and then ad a gaene in the reorrrial 
manner, Pressang (he red button at any point 
lhen locks. TUSS inte achon 

Next, you need to search through memory for 
some graphics. fo do thes. select ihe Screen 
mode on whech the game mays and then sehect 
3. Cursor up and down to move through 
memory. When you come across something that 
looks like jumbled-up graphics rather than a 
complete meshmash of game data and code, use 
cursor left and mehtto eet the night woth. 

Use the SHIFT and cursor keys for final 
adjustment, and then exat to save the sprite using 
option 9. There are tons of other opbans for you 


















tebios ariotee daaer on Ad a all 
























Keith Woods turns brickie, moonlights as a drug dealer and 
offers a suggestion to the guilty among you - if you 
are penne» the —— to call, encrypt your data! 











Rambase v4.6 


By John Farile and Barrie Snell 

(126K only) 

According to the mest recent AA informabon, 
today's most typical Amstrad Achon reader 5 male, 
between 30 and £0 years old, and runs a business 
on his CRC, At the back of his wardrobe cs fos old 
70's tux which he stil thinks looks good on tum and 
whech he'd wear if only hes wife would Jet hen. 

Ht you're one of the eultitude that fir thes 
descnpter (well, mayit apart from he tux Get), then 
Ore Of the programs youre most ikely to find useful 
a good database. Unfortunately, commercial 
databases (mie everything @ise) are hard to come 
by, but it probably won't surprise you to know that 





There's a program m the PD which @ almost as good 
aS any that wil set you back, say, £20 

Rambase was frst released many Moons ago as 
p fairly ordinary database. However, over the years 
Warous uSers have been adding features to 
WEILOMeE proems they've encountered, to make 
Rambase one ol the most full-featured and bug-frae 
programs available in the public domain today, 

AS well a all the usual data handling features 
which you'd axcpect to find i any reasonable 
database, Rambase includes very powerful sorting. 
searching and held management opbons. 
Most powerful cs the sorting 
opbon, whch allows you to fort 
any part of the fle you 
wart On arty 
held, 


Get Rambaso v4.6 from King Arthur's Dermain 
Boyrmeoten Cottage, Brunverick Rosd. Worthing 
7 /lax O1903 206739 


Weet Sucson Bl 1] She 





without needing to sort thee wees fle 
Almost ewery imaginante held management 
Opten & molded, prang you ine ebay to 
add, delete, change or even combine fields 
wath the mawmum of fuss. Added to thes 
you Can Choose where tO mpert mew 
records ina held, merge files of tabulate 
the Mie to produce a compact table with a 
variable column wedth. 

To take one example of Rambase’s 
inghtenng vergathty, there's an ootian thal 
alles # to double as a label oninter. Within 


thes. you find another large range of cohons which 


offer you a chosce of ouipul sites. ines and 
typefaces. Clearly, if you can think of a useful 
fegturé for a database, Chances are somebody's 
already mcluced it. 

The wonder i that with the addition of all these 
extra features, Rambase has stil managed to 
Tiaeioan is ease of use. Everything seems to have 
been aoded with practcasty alone mn imand, Hence 
the program doesn] look very excetng, but trough it 
lacks any fréls, d's got all the tits amaginanie ff 
entenng and sorting data can be thing). 

The onty beg protien with Farmnbase is thal 
because ¢'s writen m BASH. i's wery show, 
epetiaty when you use tee sorting option, 
However, @ you've got te patience 
tO put op with this, youll do wea 
to find a better database than 
Rambase wd. 6 


By Tho Twins 


The great Sung about the PD, | ahvays say, % that ft 
caters. forall sorts of minority interests through 
programs that wourdn't be commercially wae. 





Finger Pont caters for one such section of our 
Community — criminals 

Finger Print is like any other decent address 
Tanager, except for one sient diterence: i saves 
your Gaia in COGE 50, #5 Mf prowdty prociawns on the 
bie screen, @ the cops call tery wont be athe to 
pceess your underworld address book... To decrypt 
your Gaia, you enter a special code 

The @herypion Service wort be much use to 
most poe (ae hoge), Bet the = 
actual address book tse is 
about a5 good £5 any 












Sy Tom Neill (Dwarfsoft) 
Dave's 2 buider, but Gad only. knows how he got the 
job, because he can't even remember how many 
backs he needs to budd 2 house. Thankiuby, 
however, jou can help hin out by sobang a few 

Bagcaby a3 Dave's house involves:is geting your 
chad to sohvt a few sample ackition problems, As 
they pet them right, they waich Dave's house reach 
for the sioes, but if they get one wrong Deve can't 
finish the job and loses his cheery gnn 

and, erm, that's @. No, there are no different 
Saul hewels, no, you Cant do anyitng other than 
adchon and no, there are no other challenges for 














your offtonne to meet. Al thes bitiegame does is to 
mick two numbers between one and 30 and ask the 
chad what ther sum is. Even thes is of Bitte use, as 
the gare if only really testing them, rather than 
teaching them. The keds either gel the gum right of 
wrong — there's mo try agaey opt 

Vihat Dave's House sets out _ 
fo cho 4 ches betoatifully, 
Trouble is, 1 does $0 Mithe i's 
hardly worth bothereng with 





Drug Baron and Doom 

By Tom Dean (Impact) 

Tom Dean's ong standmp discame impact has never 
been the most popular of CPC magannes, protatly 
because some of the prose it contans wont gut 
mest tastes: ft does have one notable distinction, 
hover, whch is that the Eddior, Tom Dean writes 
moch of the ree software wiech is mcluded hensetl 
Drag Baron and Doom are two of the more 
mteresting games Tom has produced 
recently 





The CRC has traddonally been sonported by many 
good qualty PD adventures from the kkes of Senon 
Avery or Rob Buckley, but unfortunately thes sno 
longer the case 

Doom will do Mie to chear up poverhsinicken 
PD adventure fans, as cfs everything an adveniure 





brug baron = 


By Tom Dieont 


SusLIc cdma 


and 19. wy 
“who reads A eat Reh edie te x 
aie ca meray can a te Re 
what you want to.read about. You could win a 
lot of software... but you have to take part in 


the competition, first, of course! 
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PUBLIC DOMAIN 





NEAT MONTH: 


in the last few months a 2eané that all of the 


| PD's most prominent games programmers 


have moved on to other ventures. One man 
that's not going anywhore ote, though, is 
Britainé David Hall, who, with a Bit of buck, will, 
next month, herald the return of the famed 


| (aber) Public Image mani-interview with news 


of his latest production. 
Look out alto for reviews of the modtt recent 


monitor programs for techy freaks and the 


latest production from the creators of Ghouls 
Writer. in short: don't mits a 
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Your complete guide to 
ok n’ roll on the Net — 


_Miss it and your ears will 
ic = never forgive you 








David Crookes thumbs the pages of another fanzine and 
thumbs his nose at its prose, presentation and 
and purpose, and advises on clip art. 


The fanzine Another World (*the ultimate discome for 
serious users | has closed its doors because, 
according to its editor, Richard Avery, @ took too 
much of his ti 













any cheats, Ard, 
get thes: the 

reason wihy thes 
page is. wea 

empty in Our review 
copy (we've Geen 


and not many assured there 

people bought i = j . will be cheats m7 the reader copses} is 

anyway. ecm | nother World that the Eamnator crew think AA wil 
We never Se A iba Ras ge J) of mick them. Right. To make a good 

actually saw 4 o4annc | = Mpresseon Of a reviewer, you don't 

copy but, by OADING DIST} EV insinuate he’s a thief, do you? 

all accounts, it 3 Sass , if Elminator were anythang but a 

was good, AW, now gone lane, it would be a sell destructhng 

which makes ¢ to another place. Sadly. bomb. A bomd with 2 time int of around 

all the worse hall 3 mute and that delinitely doesn't mean that 


that sales were low. However, Richard reassures us 
that he hasn't left the CPC scene and wall continue to 
write PD programs. 
Richard Avery. 35 Marlborough View, Cove. Farnborough, 
Hants GU14 #YA. 

Derek Payne of CPC Mania fame has asked ws to 
Gre hes “zine a plug. It costs £1.50. 
Derek Payne CAC Mania, 89 Wolverhampton Reged, 
Codsall, Wolverhampton WV8 LPL 


REVIEW 


Eliminator 

Price: 50p 

EDITOR: J R Naylor 

ADDRESS: 14 Stetion Road, Riccall, 
York, North Yorks ¥O4 6G 


How can you elninate a fanime remewer m fewer 
than 20 seconds? Without usung forceful means? 

® You publish a fanzine with only ten, singhe-tded 
pages and fil them with notheg out rubbesh 

® You proudly clarn that your fanmne 1 “better than 
thé rest" and jostity this by saying it 1% brilliant 
because “our graphic capabiies are good” (whch 
means they use some pretty pictures which should 
make the mag worth, ooh, hundreds of pounds). Not 
only this Gut you emphasise the fact that you have 
lots of fonts and reckon that thes statement means 
the fanzine ts 5o priceless that # should appear on 
the Antiques Roadshow in a few years hme, 

® You include a cheat page and decide not to pri 


the Mag & dynamite. 

SO you turn thie page to take & pander at the 
contents and what do you fad? An enprecewe bet of 
arhcses and 3 promise of 
“uitenate pleasure.” Well each 
to ther own, | suppose. 
Anyway, to tht rewews 

There are three 
Scintilstingly, superlative 
ences Of ooenon on Tidus The 
Pox, Street Gang Soccer and 
Caveman. Al the fehaews are 





Tt 


Eliminator makes claims... 


ELININATOR FANZIWE! 
FOR YOUR 
AMSTRAD CPC 


7 Lae ee A ae i 
te debtor es a ae ee Aa 


«proved to be a 
‘cheatiiope’, ond 
deosn't deliver, 


a ee ae ee 


BELLE THAN 


iE BEST! 


short and tel you hardly anything pleasurable of 
worth reading, 

Then you turn to the only other page of any real 
note, fhe news sechor. This est tels you why 


CHEAT PAGE! 








A rough 
guide 
fo pictures 


Some fanzines decide to have wall to wall text 


| a& opposed to brightening things up with a few 


pictures. However, f you do want drawings 
then this is where clip art is an absolute god 
and the reaton why some fanzine editors 
worthip this sort of pics 

The balance between clip art and text has 
to be struck to avoid an excess of one thing 


| over another, Like a lat of other ‘zines, 


Eliminator, (reviewed on this page) has too 
much clip art and this has an undesirable 
effect because it emacks of laziness. Anybody 
can produce a fanzine like the one below left in 
under an hour and poople bagrudge paying for 
something like that. 
But how do you go about 
making your own clip art? 
| W's oasy. All you neod la a 
good art package and a copy of 
Powerpage. Draw your image in 
MODE 2 using your art package and, 
once youre happy with the result, save 
it as a screen file, Load this screen into 
Powerpage and, using SHIFT and COPY, draw 
a box around the area of the screen you want 
to be clip art. Don't proas SHIFT and COPY 
twice, though, as this will permanently sii 
the box on screen. 

Once you have a box around the image, 
you need te call up the Block menu and 
choose the clip art option. The program asks 
you for the name of your clip art and then 
saves itas a CUT file, 

Hey presto! A piece of clip art ready to use. 







Ebrunator closed and 
subsequently reopened (makes 
you wonder wity they did the 
latter, though). That's &. fim 
atrand, besakes a competition, a 
starting a dtters page iwhech 
wll end up full of complaints, 
Im Sure) 

Re CaS pate thee bawsh 
CHES Of a POOH “Dine, 
tet ecrtor has ony produced an 
average offering. Lots of fonts 
are used bul unfortunately this 
psi Cresies & Scrappy effect 

The size of the text s far 
too Ger and this forces the 
ATO Ol words [6 a page to 
TOOM Gown rapadly, dacneaseg 
the value for money, Soll, df you're virtually bined, at 
east youll be able to read 4 

The ¢hp art is of @ very good quakty, though. 
ohare fs used only to waite space. 

On the other hand, the ‘rne's blank ses come 
n dead handy for sonbbing notes on, Bul, save your 
500 and go halves on a lottery beket because then 
at wast you've got a chance of pang a Fite 
‘ulomate pleasure.” 













a Gy, eed ee oS ei 
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SPO AL ie Pee ee 
4 ace! =F 
















Content: 10% 
Appearance: 45%. 
Overall: 35°% 
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Are ‘files’ a) something you 
send prisoners in a cake? 
Or, b) a method of storing 
information? Angela Cook 
and Rob Buckley answer in 
a multiple choice format. 


There are three types of files onthe CPC: 

®@ programs written in BASIC or Machine Code, 
whch are normally called by using the 

RUN FILENAME’ command: 

@ Omar, data, which ss just a long list of data in byte 
format. This is normally used to save: (1) the 
Guatemalan spotted tree frog, or (2) graphics and 
game it ormation. An example of this is how to load 
and Save a screen. To save a full screen out type: 


SAVE FILENAME’ b &COGO ASFFF, 
To call i back on screen, 
LOAD FILENAME’ B BCooo 


® another method of storing data — in 4 more 
ordered and readable form than a straight block of 
data, and that ro what this artele concentrates on. 
Over the past few manths you have been using: 
L Oxvapot cream. Or; 
2 strings and variables. and seeing how these might 
DE USEd In a database, word processor and even an 
adventure garne. However, once the computer rs 
switthid off you hawe last all the informaticn. 
Thankfully, the CPC being as fantastic as itis, 
ives you a Saving ability. Try hme this — though be 


Nine reasons NOT 
to be a programmer 


1 You ara contractually bound to weir a 
Metallica T-Shirt. 
2 You must grow your hair really long (What's 
wrong with that? = Simon). 
3 Your jeans develop holes within days of you 
learning Assembly language. 
4 All programmers must blush when the 
opposite sex are mentioned. 
5 When you po to parties, everybody avoids 
you, and you have to sit in the kitchen telling 
anybody who pastes about your lated 
Compression routine. 

| & Everything you do becomes revolutionary 

| For oxamople, ‘It's a brand-new way of going to 
the todet? or ‘it's a now styhe of parking Ive 
dttigned, OfMcart 
? Your face erupts like Mount Vesuvius. 
& Old ladies take pity on you and offer you 
thor seat on ite bus. 
o You must make up a meaningless 
programming pseudonym for yoursell,. 





Aor) 1995 AMSTRAD ACTION 


Sure to have 2 ese oF tape fo hand (win bon ire 


Record and Play buttons pressed down! 


16 INPOT"What 15 your nase” Manes 
ef OPENOUT" Hane. INF": PRINTOS, Named CLOSEOUT 


Run thes, and when the ready prompt appears, reset 
the machine (for a ‘soft reset hold down CONTROL 
and SHIFT, press ESCAPE), rewind the tape and tyne: 


[6 OPENIN"Nane. INF": input®S,Naned :CLOSEIN 
ed PRIMTOS, Manet 


All you have done here, 6 to Save @ mece of 
information. However, you can siore whole kets of 
mhormahen all im one fle, and then call them back 
when needed, Inough you need to cal them back m 
the correct order. For example 


la OFENOUT 

"DATA" :FRIMTHS HANES, ADDRESS! POSTCODES RECORD: 
CLOSEOUT 

ee GFENIN 

"DATA" :PRINTOS, POSTCODES , RECORD MAME! ,APDRESS#: 
CLOSEIN 


When you run i. this program causes an enor, since 
you have tried to: 
Il bounce on the keyboard, Or; 
2 read back the data in line 20 in the wrong order, 
In other words, the INPUTES in line 20 should ba 
followed by the same date format string, string, 
Siring and number. 

The correct line es 


eB CPENIN"DATA*: INPUTES, NARES ADDRESS, 
POSTCODES, RECORD 


YOu May hobce that Wf you enter a ine whech has 
used a comma, (,) whatever came after it has been 
lost. This is due to the way that BASIC handles 
nos, and fo gel around thet, you have to repice 
both PRINT#9 and INPUT wih new commands. 

Firsthy. replace all PRINTS with WRITERS, 
INPUTS and INPUT with LIME INPUTS9 and LINE 
INPUT respectively. This is demonstrated in the 
short listing below. 


10 OPEMOUT"Deas" 
eg WRITERS," 


(Thes 15a Simple line, with a comme in ith) 


30 CLOSET 

40 OPEVIN" benno" 

C8 INFUTOS, Ag: FRINT as 

fe CLOSEIN 

70 OFEXIN "Dens" 

2 LIME INPUTOS,AS:PRIMT As 
& CLOSEIN 


Heres a Small program that lets you 
ene 2 name 2nd teehee hunter, 
end comtinues wrtit you tell it te: 









































ib _ i. 
a So) iy 
é Go the hooverning 


10 OPEOT*Tele* 

oO LINE INPOT"Mane";Nanet:LINE INPUT" Telephone 
Honber";Teled 

BO) MRITEOS Mamet, Teled 

40 IMPOT"Enter another (Y/M)";qh:if qiz"y" of 
qiz"Y" then 2 SO CLOSFOT 


Once you have entered all your names, you can 
use this little program to search through and 
pick the right number, by entering the name 
required. 


10 OFENIN"Tele® 

eo LIME IMPOT*Flease enter 
name” NE: NESUPPLESCNE) 

20 TF EQF THEN PRINT Wane & Nunber 
nd Found" :CLOSEIN: END 

40 LIKE IMFUTHS, MARES, TELES 

C2 «6OTF) 60s NSUPPERS (Manes) THEN 
FRINT"The  nusber required 
is “sTeled:ClLost ih : Dp 
i GoTo # 


In line 30 you use a function 
cated EOF, whack is short 
for End OA Fite, 

Vien this Beconnes 
true it means you have 
read the last peace of 
information in the file 
and you clase the 
opened fle and 
end the noutine, 

rece thie! 
bryang to read 
past the end 
of a fle 
fess aa 


lie 5 i aia f J 
f dbs 
oy Pere Mie . i 
d - 0 f ae ok ‘sl spd sas r] 


2p ae Le 
~*e oe > = 2 
= i ee 





% 







| (Check the program is correct using 
TypeChecker. See AAL13, page 17. 
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LLAMA 


How to write your own ecologically-incorroct | 
game... How about ‘International Seal Culling’ 


#79 or ‘Super Badger Baiting’? Now that's worth 


ie that the first porson to send in the corroct 
answers to the above questions, will win: 

1 an ai-expenpes paad trip to the Caribbean 
Or: 

2 nothing. 





Amstrad Games Cartridges for the 6128+/464+/GX4000 — 
* No Exit * Operation Thunderbolt 
* Navy Seals * Switch Blade 
* Pro Tennis Tour * Kinx 
* Barbarian I] * Robocop EI 
* Batman The Movie * Pang 
All games are unboxed without instructions at 2 special price of £ 
All Ten Games At A-Special Offer Price of £74.59 
Amstrad ebay bee eee 
Enforcer Cartridge for the Trojan PhazerGun ......................£14.99 
Amstrad Burtin® Rubber’ Loco Basic Cartridge .......-..- whith areas £19.99 
Amstrad 6178+/4642 Instruction Manual... 00.620. cccccessseseenssas £14.49 
Amstrad 464+ Computer with Stereo Mono Monitor . ...£125.00 
Amstrad 6175+/464+ kevboand membrane. .....-..----.---0.10----20---£ F299 
Amstrad Paddle Controllers (6128+/464+ <GXA000) .. aces 
Amstrad 6128+ Computer & Mono Stereo Monitor ............... £160.00 
Amstrad CM14 Colour Stereo Monitor ......-...22..202.. ENZO 


Armsatrad MAI12 Mone Stered MOGiGOT oocccc06cccccccueesnnsaaa0n (oneal OD) 
Amstrad 464+ Computer Console 


strad 464 and 6128 General | 
Amstrad LP1 Light Pen and software for the 44 


fh 00 


a ft OS 
ee SAG 
fisa9 


Amstrad 464 Light Gun and games cassette (3 Games) 
Amstrad 6128 Light Gun and games disk (5 Games)............-.-..- 
Amstrad GT65 Green Screen Monitor 


Amstrad 444 Cassette Tape Head Alignment Kit 7 Lanai ee | 


Amstrad Cassetle Head Tape Head Demagnetizer 

Amatrad Printer Lead (34 Way Edge Connector to Centromic Plug hey. oo 

Amstrad J¥2 Joystick 
Ametrad 444 "Teach Yourvelf Basic” Tutorial Guide with 2 Cassertes 

Fart | : aiden . 
OT Ra aa ee A iol nied pe Seat a Sets Sat hae ED.99 
Amatrad 464 Circuit Boards complete PYN.Z7O0373 .occsssescrcssee £34.99 
Amstrad 61278 Cacsette Deadds.....cccccc:eeecscetcenrenrressorereensanesanann 6.99 
3” Disks (ex. software) Pack of 10:£75.00 
Ameirad Action Binders (Holds 12 copies of A. A) Choice Blue or Red £4.99 
Amstrad Action Cheat Mode Book (Cover Iswucs 17-50) ........ £49 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE, PACKING AND VAT. 


ALL ORDERS BY RETURN..CHEQUES/VISA/ACCESS PO'S. 


&Y TRADING POST = 


VICTORIA ROAD, SHIFNAL, SHROPSHIRE TFii SAF 


TELEPHONE/FAX (01952) 462135 





1 HOATH MARIME ROAD, TARAS OU, ORTH YORKIMIRE FOIE TEY. 
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
w.9 TEL: 01723 376: BE/SOIL9P _s 
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CASSETTE COMPILATIONS {cy oS? 
an eee oen rt 


en TINA ae 
. aera iar acl ge 
POSTMAN FAT COLLECTION... 


ee Ace 
counner is 


CASSETTES 
OUR CHOICE 
MIXED TITLES 

10 FOR £5.00 
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DISC DRIV S 





~ drive mecha nism, 


Top quality Panasonic 4.5 
includes Power Supply. Connecting Cable, Full 16 
page manual, Ramdos, Ramdisc + many more 
utilicies. Formar 800K. per disc just like a PC, Amiga, 
Acari ST etc. The complete PLUG IN & GO 
solution. Ramdos is not + compatible. 


SUPERB LOW PRIC ONLY 


DISK DRIVE AND - 
. ROM DOS XL IN 
ROM BOX ONLY 
s £09.99 






£65. 99)! 


ROMDOS XL 





Superb high capaciry disc operating system available 
on ROM or complete in its own ROMBOX! Nothing 


else compares with these features: 


@ Buile in dice formatter ?* 


Very simple fo sec, 
* Built in file copying/crasing * Wses no user memory 
Auto detec format 


464/664/6128 compatible 


* Full 19 page pnnted manual + 
#@ Built in Sector/Directory Edimr # 






ROM VERSION ONLY £14.99 
Complete IN ROMBOX only £24.99 


ALSO AVAILABLE...... 
3.5” Discs Only £7.50 for 10. 
Single Socker ROMBOX only £14.99 
PC-TRANS, Transfer files froma CPC toa PC 
and vice versa. Only £24.99 


RS232 Serial Interface. Can be used to 

connect the CPC to another computer, 

modem, serial printer etc. Ideal for use 

with Amstrad NC100/200 (connecting 

cable available priced £9.99). Includes 
built in Rom software. 


NEW LOW PRICE £29.99. 


Please add £5.00 postage and packing to 

all disc drive orders. Other eles please 
add £1.00. All major credit cards accepted. 
Immediate despatch for credit card orders. 


Siren Sofoware, 178 Bury New Road, 
Whitefield, Manchester M45 GOQOF 


Tel: 0161 796 5279 
Fax 0161 796 3208 
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> Chafenge was to find a decent word processor that was easy to 

i use forthe whole family, whech had good produchon quabty, a spell 

checker, because | can't spell ( resisted the urge to mrsspel everyitene in 

that sentence on purpose), and which was also value for money. So now ft not 
a battle of the sexes, bul a battle of the word processors. 


1 | = er. 
va rs ee ee ee — a a 
Baba oe oO ee 


The three main) contes las are: 

® GrwWord (reviewed in AAL Lal; 

@ Protest (what WACCI are always raving aboat) amd; 

@ Jasword (because it came highly recommended from a Iriend), 
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= = | E ak rieey Les ’ aw tear ee 
...it is not a battle of the “a : is 7 as kes | ce ten ie 


Arnie ee COS Ord, Od He 


sexes, but a battle of the «& 
word processors i 
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i Ct ii vl Tia! es ee i rive : ; F | - 
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Snes) horester was sill Staff Writer, Ad had ri j 


SIGGHES Was SUH APO, and here rie q am definitely af the ri ‘ | _ “4 seed nie on 


1 c Afra inne rT Reno ijt via lie f 1 : 
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464 was plonked onto the Amstrad «= W@W fhat Tasword ts a ther hinge: This ie aukers 
ape giant after all xecuted ple: one of the many 


Tas-it approval 


0 iS a ee 


Where to go... 

Armor Ltd (Protext, £29.36, disc onfy,) Lincoln 
Road, Peterborough PEl SHA 
e 01733 68909 ax 01733 67299 
INTERESTING FACT: Armor produced the 
AMSTRAD NC-100 and NC-200 software 
(except the spreadsheet and game). 
Brunning Software: (Grunivord ROM Atark il 
Module, £63) 138 The Street, Linthe Clacton 
Clacton-on-sea, Essex CO16 SLS 
e 01255 862308, Sam-5pm 
INTERESTING FACT: a PCW version of 
BrunWord wat begun, but never finithed, 
CampurSoft: ProPrint (Protext enhancer), 
£14.99 disc ROM £24.99) 10 Melntosh Court, 
Wellpark, Glasgow G31 2HW 
7 0141 554 4735,/tax 0141 227 4486 
INTERESTING FACT: there are a things afoot... 
Tasman Software: (Tasword 6128, £29.95, 
Tag-spell, £24.95, both disc only), Springheld 
House, Hyde Terrace, Leeds LS2 9LN 
=o O113 2438301 
INTERESTING FACT: AMSTRAD approached 
Tasman to produce Amswerd even before the 
4604 was released. 
NewStar Software Ltd ([NewtVord, £49.95 excl 
VAT) Kenwood House, Waltham Road, 

| Boreham, Essex CMS SAX 
| 01245 465505/Tax 01245 465515 
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A bit of a bad spell 


Okay, 20 obviously Tasword, Protext and 
avadable for tho CPC. Look out, also, for... 

Mira Office ll 

package, and among other things contains a word 
processor. It's not all bad. 

Men Office Hrs quite a good all-round package. 
classifieds secbon on page 15), then it might be 
worth grabbeng it. 

MoeroScript 

MicroScript tent worth the space tt occupies. i's 
only worth it the rush you get when you pull the 
plug out. None of the keypresses have anything to 
do wrth their function. Perhaps | am being a bit 
tough on ft (ft is ten years old after alf), but | don't 
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The good thing about 
Info-Script, is that you 
don’t have to leave 


the program 








machine a few years before, and Amiword was 
around af the same time! 


hicroeword 

Microword is a program that acts a bit like 
WordStar, under CP/M V3.0. tt uses some of the 
WordStar commands. in fact, | have found that 
most word processors are based on WordStar 
(Perhaps this is because WordStar was one of the 
first word processors, and was pretty darned good 
in them days too). 

Microword also has 4 rather crude database, 
but it shows that somebody did give some thought 
to ts dean. 

New Word 2 it a PCW-based program which is 

similar to WordStar (perhaps not surprisingly, as if 

wat programmed by the same people). MewYord 

is a more polished version though, and has | 
overcome come of the difficulties found on 

WordStar. lt is & pretty powerful program, and 

relatively easy to get used to, 
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Simply put: a word processor 





is @ glorified typewriter. 
is what comes out on paper. 
You have to get everything right, or 
you go through reams of paper. Don't 
beleve what the adverts tell you either, 
a typed job application with correction 
fluid all over it will not get you the job. A 
word processor, basically, allows you to edit 
(change or correct) any part of the text you 





With a decent word 
processor you can add 
fonts (different styles of 

writing), add 
enhancements such as 
bold, italic and underline 
and change the 
wf size of writing 
i and s0 on, 
SO, gat a 
| word processor 
} and throw away 
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(use Protext. To write my articles for AA | start by 
bashing out a rough article on the CPC, then use 
Zin] (£19.99 from CampurSoft] to transfer it to 
Protext on my PC. | then edit it for a few more 
days, spell check it several thousand times then 
ASCH save [American Standard Coda for 
Information Interchange) it to disc, and hurtle it in 
~ the general direction of AA Towers, (Why don't 
you do the whole thing on the CPC? - AA readers) 
Because Last time | did that it crashed all the 
computers at Future Publishing! Happy? (Deathly 


_ = 
Pro-active 

Protest A PCW User's Guide, £14.95, excl 
pio, by Protext expert Rob Ainsley (who once 
Soited, ard still contributes to AAS seeter mag. 
PCW Pius). SGN 0-632-02564-6, This book is 
good for tha CPC, too. Computer Bookshop 

| Ltd, 50 Jamas Road, Tyseley, Birmingham 

| Bll 2BA 2 O12!) 706 6000 
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Reader ads 


Je) aya: 





Many Amstrad tape games for sale. Old 
classics. SAE to Dawd Barnsby, 10 Churchal 
Road, Earls Barton, Northants, hiNG OPI). 
CPC 464 colour monitor, 3-nch disc dive. 644 
RAM pack, DMP2000 printer. Al manuals, 
joystick, blank tapes, discs, Protext descs, spare 
ribbon. £200 ono. 
2 01435 864915 (eves). 
Box of 40, CPC Sanch discs, all with games on 
them £6C. 01709 896821) (eves), 
Amstrad colour CPC6128 and loads of disc 
and tape sottware, ROMs, books and hardware, 
SAE for list, John McNally, 15 Selwyn Drive, 
Hatfeld, Herts AL1O 9NH. 
CPC464 keyboard, £30. Memory expansion 
£20, GAC. £10. Cassette games trom 22. 464 
manual £10. Interested? 31 Oriel House, 
Blackcat Close, Chelmsiey Wood, 
Berminghem B37 SOG. 
CPC EMU runs Amstrad software on an IBM-PL. 
Requires 3865X33, VGA, HDD, David Cantrell 
7 01424 221015 (eves, Mon-Thurs). 
Magazines: AA (56), ACU (20), CHVTA (8), 
benders. Soltware: MicroScnpt, MasterCalc, 
MicroPen, DEVPAC, Screen Designer, All with 
manuals. Books: Amstrad Omnibus, disc system, 
databases. 7 01942 211053. 
Games galore, far loo many to Menton. 
Loads of specul offers. SAE to Alasdair 
Stewart, Appin Cottage, Ardier by Blargowre, 
Perthshire PH12 &SY, 
Amstrad CPC/6128 and colour monitor with 
dot matrix printer. Includes Mini Office 8 on dsic, 
Games include Lemnmungs. Myth, Rodland, Dizry 
and more. Also blank discs. Everything £100. 
fv O19] 3722557, 
Amstrad 464 Plus and colour monitor, more 
than 50 games. Excellent condition. Only £100. 
> 01580 715116, 
6126 Plus, 464 CPC Plus, CTM 644 colour 
monitor. Joysticks, games, £120. No offers. HB 
Jenkins, 59 Hermitage Road, Dartmouth, Devon 
TQ6 97D = 01803 835403 
im games for sale, For list write to c/o 

94 Langford Road, Mansfeld, Notts NG19 60E 
CPC6128 colour, second drive, modulator, 
peste and ile interfaces, siptigg emanate 

joysticks, 50+ games, tapeplayer a 
DRDraw, DRCBasic, DkPascal, Supercaic2, 
AA20-99, manuals, books, £175. Bayliss 
| Ol 734 7827647. 
Blank 3-inch discs. 30 for £15. Also Multiface Il 
£15 Jonathan = 01502 518773 (after 3.30pm). 
CPC464 with green screen, monitor, manual, 
joystick, 20 copes of AA with covertapes. £80 
O.N.O, @ 0181 645 2037. 
CPC 464, colour monitor and keyboard. 80 plus 
games, 2 poysticks, 18 plus copies of AA. Desk 
optional. Valued at £350 but vall sell for £250. 
Bargain! Edward Gibbs, Fair acres, Goudhurst 
Road, Marden, Tonbridge, Kent TN1? SJ¥. 
= Q1l622 532115. 
Games for sale. All on one tape, All less than 
£1 each. SAE for further details to Dan Brook, 8 
Baguley Drive, Unsworth, Bury 819 SHS. 
Games and PD on tapes for CPC454. SAE for 
list to Gart Smethers, 13 Meadow Close, 
Cononley, W Yorks BD20 SLZ. 
CPC6128 with colour monitor, 35-inch drive, 
DMP 2000 printer, cassette player, software 
(Protext, MasterCalc etc), adventure games, 
lemmings, Hero Quest ad more. Magazines (AA 
and cowertapes, manuals and books. £2750 
7 01925 762139. 
Soft 968 £27, Laser basic (tape) £12, Laser 
compde (disc), £9. Elite Gold (tape) £9. and 





mare. Kevin Heywood 18 Sinclair Ave, Banbury 
Oxon OX1L6 7DW, 

Amstrad colour CPC128, toads of disc,/tape 
sofvhardware, ROMs, books. SAE: John McNally, 
15 Selwyn Drive, Hatheld, Herts AL10 9NH. 

| need a ROM Board with Protext and ProSpell. 
]@ 01288 371348 Pau (alter 6pm). 

CPC 464 colour, 6128 chp, DD! drive, 
multface 2, OkTrorcs add-on memory, manuals, 
games. £100. Buyer collects or pays postage. 
Phil Andrews, Steppes Cottage, Kimbolton, 
Hereford HR6 OHD. 

CPC 464 colour muttiface I, joysticks, Lightpen, 
AA covertapes, 43 games, Mini Office 2, 
Assembler, Vientext, Amsoft Software, 6 years” 
worth of A4/ACU magazines, Diank tapes, 
computer desk, orginal 
packaging,documentation, £150. 

@ 0142 477560 (Hants). 

CPC 6128 colour monitor, TV tuner, joystick, 
£150 also serious software books and games eg 
Masterfle, Tasword, Utopia etc. £/ each, 

@ 01621 782147 anytime. 

Games all boxed originals. Approx 50 on tape 
and on disc, £35 together. Also available 
separately. Peter = 0161 485 1854. 

43 Amstrad Actions, 23 cover tapes, 29 ACUs 
and 13 WACCL’s. £50 the lot, or make an offer. 
Gary F O15] 800 8234 

Dise and cassette compdatons,‘smgle games 
for CPC464, 80 games. 235 incl pp. C Rees. 
66 Niskin Road, Mid Glamorgan, CFAQ 20. 
CPC6128 mono, comprehensive outfit, 3.54nch 
drve, FD], ROMbox, ROMs, 256% Rampack, 
Multtace, modulator, mouse, RS232 interface, 
professional software, manuals, extras £120 or 
separate, Brewer = 01344 4879489. 


~ WANTED 


CLASSIFIEDS 15m 


‘Bazaar’ but true - if you want it, 
come and get it! The AA bargain 
basement is open for business. 


Crusade) or buy. Lee Cleary, 20 Acacia Avenue, 
Maltby Nr Rotherham, $ Yorks $66 &DS, 

For music machine, software only wanted for 
Amstrad 6128. On disc, Please help. Chris 
Bollas. PO Box LCOLO Athens Greece. 

EPYX SuperCycle, on Amstrad CPC 6128 disc. 
Wil pay cash or swap for one of hundreds af 
games (carts/discs,tapesspecirum). 

James = 01256 680557 (atter 4pmi. 

Sim City for 6128+. 

Patnck @ 65562. (Northem Ireland.) 

The Program pacients for Amstrad 6128. 
MirAlirs Butler @ 01334 478817. 

Amstrad manual for DMP 3250 printer. 

HJ Smuth, & Elgin Road, Southampton, Hants 
5015 LIP @ 01703 639918. 
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Established user group. Non-profit making. 
Superb range of services. PD, discounts, advice, 
contacts, second-tand hard,software. SAE to 
CCCIAA), Box 121, ae Crass, Bucks SL9 
9JP 2 01753 ABL473 
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Free PD! Send disctape PD (not from AA 
covertape) for free PD, Eapte PD, 21 Dane Bank 
Ave, Crewe, Cheshire CW? SAE. Original 
soltware preferred. Prompt returns. 

Free software! 25p stamp and disc,tape to 
Maybrook Software, 95 Humberstone Road, 
Luton LU4 SSR for iree covertape, log ard 
program list. 





Any PD software (disc-only) for PD brary. Will 
return 1/4 of all contributions. Alex, 30 Gritstone 
Road, Matlock, Derbys DE4 SED. 
Elite for Amstrad CPC 464 cassette only. Will 
give yOu na _ 
Lad armor oF 

Ben = O01 488 682354 
(SpmFom. 
Games on dises. Also 
tape to csc cOpers 
and adventure games. | 
Will Guy oF Saad. | have 
lots of games on dsc and 
tape. Bal Buchanan, 65 | 
Carr Barn Brow, Clayton 
Brook, Preston 
PRS 6LD ¢ ore 
Sim City, S 
Cauldron, Double Dragon 
1. Also selleng some 
games. Help for 
Prehistone 2 would be 
appreciated. Menon 
= Ol222 709289. 
Manual for Amstrad 
printer DMP 2000. F Paul, 
15-6 Murrayborn Grove, 
Edinburgh EH14 2PG 
& O13] 538 3966. | 
Tapes only for 465. Any | 


Your name 


Your address 


quantity but must be 
reasonably priced. § 
Cobnson, 60 North | 
Parade, Sleaford, Lincs. 
Wanted on cassette 
Elite for CPC464, GAC 
manual. Swap 
(Heroquest, Space 


— For sale ( Wonted — User groups — Services Other 


Urgent! Penpals wanted. Aged 16 and over. 
M/F. Any computer type. Swap games or chat. 
Barbara, 5 Cloughview Doagh Road, Ballyciara, 
Co, Antrim, N keland BT39 SEP. 


AMSTRAD ACTION 
FREE READER AD FORM 


Wont some software? Want to get rid of something? You're 
In the right place. Fill in the details in the box below - one 
werd to one box - and send It to: Reader Ads, Amstrad 
Action, 30 Monmouth Street, Both Avon BAI 2BW. 
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MACHINE CODE 





Richard Fairhurst is going 
round and round in loops 
this month - professional 
loops, you understand. 


| always hated physics at school = particularly those 
lessons where the teacher just waffied on about 
theory nonstop for 40 minutes. Anyone who made A 
through these without dying of boredom would leave 
the classroom with a burning conviction that 
Lessons Should Be More Fun, 


Let them suffer! 


When | left school, and a% this ceased to be a 
Problem, such idealism changed into; Me! 
Let ‘em suffer Bke | had to! So you won't 
be surprised, after this rather 
roundaboul explanation, to learn that 
this month's ‘Assembly ine’ is 
lalmost? all theory 
AOS tithe, yOu saw how sanpee il 
was to pet the firmware to cae 
routine every 50th of a second. This, 
in fact, 16.2 crucial principle for anyone 
wt writes progres TCT TT 
rap updated screen display: arcade 
Eames, GeMos, ad even certo uiites. 
You probably know that when you see 
aramation on wour CPC or televisean, it’s just an 
lugon: anumber of frames are desplayed in such 
quick successeon thal the brain sees them a3 
COMUNUOUS Movement AS wih (soAmercan) TVs 
and all other displays on mexpensve computers, the 
CPC displays 50 of these frames per second, If 
makes sense, then, to achieve the smoothest and 
most consistent rate of animation, to synchronise 
YOU" program s operation with these frames. To 
generate anew picture every 
SON Of @ Sen0nd 15 bedi, 
you afé 
moving large 
Sprites around 
the Screen, 
though, 
this may 
be 












A plug for the gap! 


3 Richard Fairhurst is the author of 
RoutePlanner, the route guide, £19.95 from 
Sentinel Software, 41 Enmore Gardens, 
East Sheen, London SW14 SRF 

e-mail: CSS4RRW@brunel_ac uk 
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unfeasible, and a 2542 (generates 25 pictures per 
second) system cs preferable = so you have a new 
picture every oiner —— it “ei secintchans io have a 
constant! ralé of despiay, othenase the 


& Les is, ce 
JUST HOOKS Tatty. 


You could do afi of ts b Dy SFiinge Op an en, 


as yOu dnd last month. I'S much Semper, See i 
have ft tree rrigan program | run sing on 2 ey oy re 


executes 50 times per second ise 


Moving pictures 
To do this, you need to Start ae each pass of 
the (oor wien the electron beam which “draws: the 


each frame of td the monilor 6 al a frond 


image of 


torr. 


rare cal at 48019. Call 
is, and processmg stops 
untd the electron beam 15 af 
frame flyback’. This is 
ihe Sta “ee betieen 
Gravang two frames, 


re 


een te Cea is. 
i ng oD Car f hhom la 


bottom of the screen 
thawing just finished 
Graw net the previons 
frame), reg 
aga at the top for the 
next frame. 
Using this nvethod, 
areful coding and use of delay 
IOOGS ensures yOu Can Gredict where on the screen 
(ht BECTON DGS i at any POINT mM The execution of 
WOU mae hog. The 6 a Good T ning... 

Say your program is printing-a sprite half-way 
down the screen, and the electron beam is passing 
this postion at the time. You are then changing the 
eraptncs on the screen af the sare time that the 
electron beam is trying to display them: the rain 
cause of facker m arcade games. Beng 
contes before the electron beam has to display 
them avoids such unsightly effects. 


This month's homework 
Wet Oeste eo your homework for thes socth 
i TO Tanne @ FO St Comet ng | last montis trier 
program ta run on a SOHz (50 times 
Pet SOON) oon. 

Get rid of the interrupt 
code in the ‘on’ and ‘off 
FOULINGS, Ste you're Hot 


were ria mei niga, 


vO Sart 


= 
a 


oa 


cee fo peri 


and replace teem wiih 2 
OOD cOnssing Or... 
Loos 
call ABD19 
call roat 
ar lop 

This. Sanply wars for 


point on the screen, Fortunately, the CPC 
s capable of testing for this, wiang 





me fivback (whach, 





Know, only occurs once 
every Sth of a 
second), cals the 
Emer routine, and 
ops. AS i 65, 
fas wall Cary on 
forever, aver 
when the timer 
has het zero and 
the border has 
tuned red. Try 
aGcmig SOT 
COE ho Stop é1ther aor 
when a key is ? 
pressed, of when the 
mer has reached zera 
Atos! commercial pane 
releases, along with 99% of demos, ane coded in 
ies way 86 2fré (hose ules, especialy, wich 
require a WihlP system. The migan ke in 
RoutePiannes” , for examole, runs ona senadar 
sysiem (0 iis. It Calls the roubne to move the 
potter acco'ding lo ihe user's input, end then does 
eye Base tf es to Oo at he Gre, Sec a5 
Craw a ine on the map. 


li’s the custom 

A demo would move the scrolimg message lelt by 
one byte. animate sontes and call the mursec-playing 
routine in 2 loon bee thes. Miusic-piaya'g roulees are 
invanably Gesaereed io be ¢ set thes way, However, 
when you réach the level of find anemation requeed 
Mm damnes and arcade games, YOU re not gosng to be 
wean the firdiware — Cueto 
Sprite routines ar@ the order 
of the day... 

Instead of using GALL 
&8019, game coders hr 
the hardware directly to 
Boned cant wi hon lrame f ey hha es 
is and the frnware’s st randard 
interrupt, which carries out tasks 
such a5 Keyboard scanning and sound 
peneraion, is fumed off. This means you have to 
wie your pines to do exactly this = never 

ihe most enviahie of basks, especially with CPC 

fechirical Gocumentaion $0 hard to come by tise 

Gays. Bui wad! Do we see a saviour in the guise of a 
Next Moath: box gooroachar...? 


NEXT MONTH: 
Using this ‘professional (yes, we getthe = 
méssage] frame-based principle, next month 
you write 3 very amateurish game. You will be 
delighted to know (you will, honestly. when you 
see how complicated it is) that you ute the AA 
use in 38 your future endeavours. 
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| hings change rapidly in 
the 4.4 scone and so 


nows, and, as it were, thens. everest 
We need to know all aboul you | <tr" 
(okay, about your CPC habits, at Se 





WHO ARE You? 
1 How old are you?. 


| 2 Are-you male (M) or female (F)? 


| 3 In which part of the country (or world) do 
you live? 


South East | South West 


f 





Midlands East Anglia Bee, 
| Wales _ | Worth East : 

North West _|  Seotland 
| Norther ireland = __ | “playing sam 


| Other (please specify) 


| 4 What do you do with your days? 
| Are you...? 


At achool fei : 


At callaga/university a ie 


Al work 





Unempioved 


Retired i sone tot ine 


| Full-time motherfather ir you ee 


Al Her Majesty's pleasure 





Wmnportant thal every 
page counts. That's 
_ why i's vital thal you 
Lake part wn this. 


werent enticement 
| @nough, were 
encouraging you 


every now and then we pre. Bl » - 
need to check up on whal you 
Want from your main source of _ | 
CPC-related information. BEACH FOR THE 
This is. indeed, one of those | FUTURE 


| replies wall win 
thea senders 10 





least) $0 that we can make sure —- a 
thal A4 is providing you with what | i 
you want from a CPC magazine. es coi 
And, as the magazine is bol smaller oat 
than it used to be, it's even more gw ttth 








| did you ge et it from? _ sh aie 


en Do you’ ik se Hf | 


a C 
Ls ars ay ap 
ES ae ae = ee 
earreos cecly é thy 
mh Me Lah at bene ie : 








your CP C par wee tote sk on aver te ager 


SOmpU stars oF r conse es do 


-; 


9 pee ge eas | ae es Ee 








We want to find out exactly what you like and what you'd like to see 
in AA. Just complete and return the questionnaire. You will help 
decide what goes into AA and you could win games galore, too.... 


| SOFTWARE 


11 Row many games Go you own? 
Fewer than 10 | 
| 1 O-o0 
| 1-50? 
| 51-1007 
| More than 1007 


12 Do you own soltware mainiy on: 


| Tape? 


Disc? 


13 Other than games what software do you 
use regularly? Please specify particular 
titles 





‘pol 190% AIMS TRAD ACTION 


19 Do you know what ‘comms’ means? 


Yesivo 
(If not, or to redrosh your memory, 00 Get the 
mossage AA105.1 


If yes, are you interested in the Infonmation 
Superhighway? 
Do you cwn any of the tofiowing: 
Modem 
Comms software 
Do you use H-with your CPC? 
| Do you use a service provider? 
| Which? 











| Or do you link up through...'7 
VWiork 

College 

What do you use comms for? 





HARD FACTS 


15 Which computer magazines do you read 
requiarty? 


16 How much money do think you wall spend 
on your CPC (hardware and sofware) in the 
next six months (estimated to ihe nearest 
£10)? 


20 How interested are you in the vanous 
sections ol the mag? Pease give & mark 
from 0-10. 


Covertepe 


Publ Gamain 
Fanzines 


Hardware features 


Serious sottware features 
Chaais and pokes 
Reader ads 


Cempetitions 


17 What other hardware do you own: 

Disc drive? _| Cassette deck? _ 
Scanner? _ Muttiface? 
Printer? _ Hard drive? 


Cther (please specify) 


18 Are you planning to buy any of the above 


in the near future? If yes, please specify... 


Techy Foren 
BASIC tutorials 
Machine code tutorials 


Iniarviews with GPC personalities 
(users/developers} 


21 What would you BKe to Se8 on the 


coveriapes? | 


= i aT 


Af 40 FJ 1, 4. 2 
23 De you ever order software/hardware 
from the adverts you see in AA 
Yes 
Na 


24 If the answer to 23 was yes, how would 
you rate the level of sennce you have 
received from ihe companies involved? 


Vory good 
Good 
Okay 

Poor 

Very poor 
Comments: 


25 And finally. your name and address (so 
we Can Send you a prize if you win!) 


Post code 











n :. 
From the main mene you con olic 


A digitser.is-@ peece of hardware thal allows you 
to grab imapes from the television and display 
them an your computer screen, The only 
avadable piece of equipment on the CPC that lets 
you to do thes 1 the Rombe Vici Degitrser, 


oak. ' Cc a a 7] [ol ya oy 


Cnn aa Pease i 1986 by hombo at a cost 
£69.95 the Vib was an 
erstant Crowd puber ol 
computer shows 
Uniortunaieh Korito na 
POnper Mieke The dyer 
alter selling the design to 
Avatar, Avalar has since 
ome oul of burgess 
leaving & Source for such 
equipment dry. So, af you 
are aller a digntiser 
chisck the classhbeds 
Secions OF AA oF 
5 WACC? 
The Voc ¢ omnes ianth 
Oltware to compement 
he Lava e wien 
COGS Pach ieally 
made o hiack bow thal 
Crue S mv he exiparrsenn 
port. A phone lead then goes from the Vides 
WEO In SOCKET LO he vdeo oul Connection in the 
WICEO Or Camcorder. A phono lead 1s supplasd but 
His missing, because you bought the hardware 
secondhand, for example, try electrical or video 
shops tw replacements 


lnrines such 


Once connected, the software beans images 
io your CPL at a top spm@ed of six irgimes,/ sec 


A hunting ye 
will go 





How do you get pictures from the TV on to your CPC 
screen? Richard Wildey is worried about your images. 


Fr tetHings. 





Use the Vidi be gra 










Without going inte too much detad, the 
Vidi works by decoding the signal from 
any Composite wdeo output nto binary 
and then codiatine thes nits can 
niemal 16" RAM. From here the Vidi 
Sens this data into nendry keca tron 
64000 of your CPC and then desplays 
on the screen. Whale the screen rs 
displayed the process is repeated. 


LN . ;™ : a = 


The Vidic can ni digits: anything that 
RIVES & Composite video oulpul, So you 
can hook up a vdeo camera, VICK or Choote the Vidi 
another computer ie te 
Connecting a computer via a vdeo 
can lead to mlerierence. For the best results 
connect @ Geniock fo ewe the correct form of 
output, (hus pring you an menage of what would 
appear on the Amega on the CPC screen, 
Obwousty in Amstrad resoluhon and cotours 
The Vici soltware comes in two forms: 
® ihe pencils one 1s a men dmyven system thal 
ahows you to grab 
full screen wmages: 
@ ite seta a 

































































































































scenes Of RSX | 
conwmands. that gre ~ ————_—_—___—- — 
usable from BASS Add the Vidi te your programs with REX's. 






In Conc hon wallh 
yOu On prop ranns. 
Many example 

OPIATES ae 
Suton Wath tha = 

Vedi Dapetser wel Tic rac 
together wath help 
on the HSAs, to pve 
yOu 2 Tgar mea of 
how fo friaxitrse the 
potenina of (hws 
Whine a aso 
ln io-ute solltwaret 





ever, The design of the supobed Vick software is 
lor the standard CAL pabette so you need fo 
convert the colours manually, 







ala 


= 


= 
ah = 
2 So ee 









[oO use the Pluss extra facies you rust access 
iw extra eatures as explained in Getting the 
most out of your Plus, AML, page 70, of use 
the tenntie, PD, BASIC. f you prefer to stay away 
from the programme side the art package 
Sian Plas altows you to use the 


pulra Cobours. with ease i 













Io sbtakd the best DAC lure Se the four colour 
MODE | or monochrome MODE 2. Grabbing an 
images if MOCK 0 requeres a still pecture, so 
unless you haw a camcorder and trod yoru 
need to prab the tes! card. A video on ‘pause’, 
untortunately, won't do. 

A MODE Oscreon with 16 colours, alas. 
doesnt look mach bke the onpanal image a4 (he 
Coours art not comecl. Atlempied is a prey 
scale, Gul with the GPC $ palette it yusit doesnt 
WOK UnteSS you have a Preen screen moor 
where you cflectvely have 27 shades of preen 

What you need is a larper palette. Owners of 
the CPC Pluses can now take the time to feel 
Shue 35 he range of cosours pres you 1b 
ntenubes of each avadable oobour. 

Thes means you can use excetient sharing 
Pnects (0 crear you some of the best CAL art 





Smart Plus, £13 95 from Radical Software, 
- Brympton Cottage Brunewick ues Wanting 







Check atthe Amscene RS Gey ia page 7 
find relevant addresses. 


















“won 1995 AIVIS TRAD ACT 














=i eli 
ca winner | sinus te win 


Last mont Angéla Cook professed the - 3 OF ute BrunWe Fei 


™ ai; iT re 


\BrunWord word processing package | aftt- Mies "a4 Hii 


‘excellent’. Enter. our competition and. faagieer 
you €ould, decide for youeer free!” ROM Module 
Just answer the queston below, write the 


: er. answer on 3 postcard or back-ol-an-éenvelope 
User-frlstidly.« 90% . pos p 


tf 9 : and send it to: Wordy-wise, Amstrad Action, 
? nety [Preduttion quality - aon? | ae 


: Mi if 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BAl 2BW or 
5 D Ali Cee. ine: pbaiten : e-mail it to aa@futurenet.co.uk (putting ‘April 
mor biel ae a eo i twas | compo’ in the subject fine). Your entry must 
ae = al : | reach us before Wednesday, 26 April 1995. 
Overall -  O5% - op the | | 


And the queston is... Via wrote: 


ee were the soores thar Angéta Cook 
tte Brun Word word processor‘ih, ~ 
ha 14, Even Olga, Korbut would have San! im | 
hard pushed to prodtice a better sett, om" ax 
‘Excellent, not only as. hone ‘pac kage But 
also in an allrgend | business capacity EER 


@ usec BruniWord Mark Non any of the 
“CRC range of computers, tor example the 


the dctompanying word. oa oes" Cpcg1 28 CPC464, 6128 Plus and 464 Plus, Eg 
The BrunWord Elite titark-W ROI Module The Brurord Elite Mark i ROM Module: Hock: ROM Maeda ond any ether wercione of 


(without ROMDOS) retails for £63. -.v% ‘@ ¢hecks your spelling as you are typing using Liaise ceadegs bp Milde heteil es ad 


The BrunWord Elite Mark Rote Medule-; a “the. info Script spell checker! contact Brunning Sofware, 13% The Street, 
@® a self-contained jug-09, Bnit:co" aoe o z  Whatigleescain. we say? Beyond telling you Lite Clacton, Clacten-or-sea, Exsex COLG 95 


® you dantaaedic! worge _ on par apse ib = “how ta enter ss competition, that if... = 01255 8627008 [Sam-Spen). 


BrunWord ROM Modules SD MICROSYSTEMS 


Immediate despatch on receipt of cheque. (DEPT A), PO BOX 24, ATTLEBOROUGH 
NORFOLK NR17 LHL. (01953) 483750. 





Elie ROM Mk 3 £79 Pelte HOM ME 2 £63 SOFTRARA £3" DISC), SUPPLIBS, NARDWARE . 
bee bd ee hs hie 7 7 = ° rT = oe : ts ‘ > : . . e 
The Brusiferdd Ete Mack 3 ROMimodule Word proceseor, tpelling checker NEW! SUPER LABELLER... £12.50 
in HWenSeal in appearance te the Mark 2 33,000 word sramesor a Er Text amd Picturs label /ieatterhesad maker. 
rei! Lorrain rel ere: ‘hos oot aa ae aD nae anes Cofdqua- were ion mew ava d fade fae owe iE. OP. 
i S: Menary. cS Spee 8 if ree. «bh Be Pr mar : ; 4 F : ‘i 
having 27 individual Fi0Ms. The Mark 2 and high speed screen dump and box PAGE PUBLISHER........£25.00 
ROM has ofl the features of the Mark 2 9 drawing routines ler 9 and 24 pin The ultimate OTF package for 120K CPCs - 
aed 4 sumer of escring additiens. piers, a programmed info a cs6R 


A genet fen gyvea the appearance POM. The ROM is se feat that if checks P l CTURE D I Ss Cc he] l ty 2 = @ Fi l Z a 5 0 C ACTH 
of neat handwriting, but some characters the spelling while you are typing and the Clip—art for Page Publisher /Stop Pres= - 
uth of ¢ od g ¢ Pequere Gtterert bniong pace imclades cur 2 Bo preater states : a ar r 
deperding on ther powtien. We have port. dupplied af & plug Gf Medule. fe DISC -BASE a ee ae lat gl 


de agreyd a setias of fonts that are ROM box is needed A oe Cine orranilner amd Pale Pinder 
mnefied os necessary to actuerre a really ; 2 


good flaw to the lines of text BrunWord-PC £55 HOME ACCOUNTS ......2.2.2.415.00 


Tha ftark 3 OM contains 22 fants, ‘ : a | c a : i rs : 
Fs ful acd = faas. Hes meat of pm prehasrist ia po oe finance: packare. 
including four entalligant sonpt fonts, a Se ee ee 


ff Boos a Pim J | | ’ i, Be i c oe 

re seties of erodern evar cquare fonts, the featu = _ Eh etoreragt re noel a | GENERAL LEDGER 6128 ‘= £30. 00 
smaller versions of CHELMER and ‘OY Oow Neate. eee : Compeatear d reel all jusimesas cash—book 

LACTON. and larga fants far posters axial it can cirecty read 3-5 ita ir =< ite ee Fars 
CLAC ‘, & ™EP =? —— nh CRC dace woh data, Aww? Ce ogame Araiiabie Inofidi ng 
Add a mamber of other Mphvernents, sien, Of of DP foertat Ga- Audet Settiware Range From Cats afl . 
and the Werk 2 POM if fantastic Value dar tree booklet, CcFr2 DIsScs., PRR PACK OF S5...625- 11.50 
for manny AS =O ATT. PTL STAs LAST. 

4a." FSIOK DISCS PER 10.2.0 2882222,2,225.00 
CLEANING KITS €3° /3.5" /53,.25"5....#4.00 
[te RABLE Dist Box ¢€3" OR 3.3")9..25.00 
PRIATRER CABLE 46054 (61280 . cee eee ee oe os Se 










“it's foniy bifanl..... cannes of the exirenne user friendiness of 
Groanng Products to a very Aigd stadia... 
Chris Knight (ACU Editar): ACU 4ug 1991 
oufe onicompi eed at @ety 1 vse..... ie Faces 

most offfmnf soe! checker sips The 
funWor FROM i 2 ily exeelen! product.* 
Rod Lavton (AA Editor) - AA Sept 1992 
‘ron erd ff exceient, hot only as a home package. 
buf aco in an around business package capacity. “ 
Angela Cook - AA March 1995. 

Postage: UE add £3, Europe add £5, Rea add £7. 


ree he ee ata Be BUR Pe] = 
fee eee eee ood by eee ee eee ie 


Brunning Software 


138 The Street, Little Sage 
Clacton-on-sea, Essex, COI69L5. 
Telephone 01253 862308 ——— 


April 1995 AMSTRAD aAcTION 


FPRIANTERR CABLE PLAM YPC cc tae eee ec eS. OD 
PUSH AAT. .« 2. aS . SD AOS E BASE... .£2.00 
CAEP LTRR LAE, PLATE PRE [6 t 

Dit! <3" OF SWS) £2.50 ADDRESS. .#£2.00 
RIMGoONS., COM SOOO sSooOoO Sa TAR LLCO £5 .0% 


NEW! 3" DRIVE REVIVER KIT £10.00 


Crivwre Belt, Cleaner, UY Enns true tions . 


COLOUR PRINTING PACKAGE. .£199.00 
Z@hikhowha 4HL- ve 24 Pim with Cractear fea, 
ceolour Smonme Fibbonmm, eable, BHayperhb NL}. 


3.5" DISC DRIVE PACKAGE...£79.95 
TRAC anocend driwe unit foribhe CPrO range 
with alda—-awiltLenh, FAW, cobbles, saoftware . 
PAST SPACA ING 2 FLEANE ALN £7, PRA FOP 
CSOPTRAALL OF SVE LIES) 2S. oe 6 AA PDAS 
SEND CHEMIE sPOs /ACCESS SVISA DETAILS OF 
AN S.A. K. POM (4FR 12-PAGE CPC CATALOGUE. 
mw AND FPO PROLAACT RANGE ALSO AVALLABLE. 
eioeritaied CFS Pal a rt fF Poe PSP See 











Richard Fairhurst remains 
unsunk by heat, tries to 
avert an art attack, and 
proves he is an expert on 
PCW-CPC connections. 


- QUESTIONS 
AND ANSWERS 








find a good stock management program in the 
public domain. 

What | need is a program that can handle 
5000 items, probably in a series of files, with 
facilities for stock number, stock quantity, 
stock reorder level, stock reorder quantity, 
catalogue number references for suppliers, 
catalogue numbers for sales purposes, cost 
reference and sales reference and a tabulate 
facility across the page for any of the felds to 
be printed in any order. 

lwas told that if anybody knows of such a 
program it would be Richard Fairhurst, so, can 
you help me please? 

Roy Everett, Braintree 


There's nothing quite so sophsshcated a5 a 
I stock manapemnent program avadable, fm 
oS alraid. Well, there is one (Stock Control bry 
Soot Guidins), bul it's really rather simplistic for 
your maads. 

id recommend usage a really good database: 
Rambase 3 (see page 6) is your best bet if you have 
128K, or PowerBase 2 if you only have 64K. 

thes oeght be a bet awiowarnd mm some 
CHCUTStances, for exanye, renane one mem 
irom stock necessilales a white ‘Ldd acon — bul 
W's the best youl get 


Feel the heat 

A few weeks ago my 6128 suddenly 
stopped working, so | went down to the 
local electronic repairs place (they usually do 
videos) and they charged me A$40 to get it 
working again. 

They said the 220 had blown, which sounds 
pretty major, but fine, | can afford such 
repairs, Yesterday it did it again, and 
when | opened the case it sure 
, felt pretty hot. | bought a 
new one, cheap, 












want to bother with this again, so what can | do 
to stop it happening once more? 
Scott Roberts, New South Wales 


You could try gone back (6 your repair 
shop and aslong lor some money back 
because ther onpnal shoddy repaer ded 
last, however, ihey rught not be co-operaine 
Anyway, get hold of sore heat tatk paste (such a5 
Unick, see bottom lef) from an electronics shop, 
and find a bet of heat sink (the metal part which 
removes heal tram eectronmc éequapment) - iry a 
disused transioemer or Spectrum 

Stick this on to the top of your 780 wath the heal 
sink pasie (bese careful not to bck your fingers, it 
fawly tosac), make sure that it's not touching the 
metal of any chip legs, and wait for thes to dry. Your 
CPC should then be back in full working order. 


l Because of the limitations 
of having a cassette player 
on my 464 Plus, | was 
wondering if it would be 
possible to transfer the disc 
drive from an Amstrad PCW 
8256 and plug it into the 
464 Pius. lf so, how could it 
be done? 

2 Would it be possible to 
make the printer from the 
PCW compatible with the 
464 Plus? 

3 Would | need to install the 
disc drive interface which | 
think you gave instructions 
for in AAI? | don't mind if a 
little soldering is in order. 
Jasen Barber, Thetford 


hy daughter and son-in-law 
run a small business from from BASIC, the argun 
home using a PCW 8256, Sacly 
I visited them for 

Christmas, and took a few of 
my 6128 discs, hoping that 
there was some way of 
getting them working for the 
children - but no joy. CP AM software on either 


Rate of transfer: to and from a PCW, loft and below. 












Circuit training - 
the Campursof DIY ROM bex. 


\ Only re-connect 
W My little brother broke the connector 
on our disc drive. Thinking it was useless 
we pave away all our discs including CP/M 
(doh!}. Is there a replacement file or disc 
copier available, preferably PD? | hava a 
formatter. Would a ParaDOS ROM be a suitable 


Bu es i aa. FF es ol 
Lhe POW Plus teach (we share 
an ofhce) wall be warming us 
their turd at thes rate! 

LEY bk ere m ft ——— 
With regard to Me 


and indeed ary pr 


= = Ef Pu =F = = = 
O. For examole 


fant a Colour LPC 


9.3 CPC, 


a you Rawe aeny 


Is there any way I can 
convert the word processor 
to a CPC to load a game like 
Monopoly? 

Also, | read the comms 
article back in AALOS, but 
the PC emulator is not 
applicable. 

George Hales, Coventry 
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twill usually be Po 


nas he word-processor 




















‘thinking about getting 
a ROM box. How would | 
connect it with my DOF] 
plugged in? 

Is the Protext ROM still available, 
from Arnor or any other supplier? 

Do you recommend the DES ROM? (Please 
say yes, a | want to show this to my mum.) 

Is it possible to build your own ROM box? | 
am a very good instruction follower, although 
an electronics novice. 

My final batch of questions... 

l am thinking of getting a 3.5-inch disc 
drive. If | get ParaDOS, will this format 800K? 
Which drive do you recommend? Would it be 
possible to use an Amiga’s external drive and 
still use it for the Amiga? 

John Herbert, Harlow 


There are plenty of PD 
Copeers avaiahe — you Could 
be fonperen for thankang that 
ihe PD Scene never comes up wilh 
much else, in fact. Try the German 
uilities Disco Magic o¢ the sinehtly 
unrehabhe Crme. Atbernatreety, 
Parapos on ROM does aff this and 
much, much more, 

A ROM box comes with a through 
connector, 50 you Simply Shot your 
DOL in behind it. Protext is still 
available, try OJ Software (@ 01257 
421915). DES sa very good buy for 
CRG aowices and those who find using the standard 
RSXs to perform disc operabons tricky, although 
advanced users won't find much use for it 

Get ParaQos, and Gif you send an A4 envelope) 
instruchons on how to build your own ROM Box (see 
pic above and on page 71) from CampurSoft, 10 
Meintosh Court, Wellpark, Glasgow G31 2HiV 
eo O14] 554 4735 

host 3.S4nch dives are pretty much alentical, 
although it’s best to get one with a sade switch on it, 








Secret code 

H you've tried to list any of the recent covertape 
Loaders you might be purried to find a tiny 
Program consisting of one machine code CALL 
and a RUM statement. A cursor-controfled menu 
replete with AA loge can hardly be crammed into 
two lines of BASIC, can it? And, as for the 
transfor to disc routine... 

The covertape menu, unsurprisingly, is 
actually written in machine code. There's no 
other way of doing the tape-to-dise code, and it 
makes for a friendlier display. However, there 
are reasons for wanting it to be a BASIC 
program: one example is that loading BASIC 


Sor) (99S AVS TRAD ACTIOM 





Macrosystems 
" mode, for example 

[je 01953 483750). ParadOsS 
does format to BOOK. Ameza 
extemal Grves are batetaly the sane 36 
CPC 3.54nch dines, but the cabling needs a 
bet of soldenng before it will work on a CPC. 


a et ag 

‘| bought my son a new, ex-catalogue 
, 6128 Pius. He decided he wanted a 
printer to go with the unit so we purchased a 
Citizen ABC-24 which Dixons told us was 
compatine with the 6128 Pius. 

When we got the printer home, we realised 
that the casy-start disc supplied with the 
printer was of the 3.5-inch vanety, 50 we 
decided that we would get an add-on 3.5-inch 
disc drive. 

With the help of Amstrad Action, we decided 
on ome sold by Siren Software. However, | still 
cannot play the instruction disc on it. So, try as 
I might, | am stuck with a printer which | can't 
get to print anything other than the demo 
shoots, and by using PIP, which only prints as | 
type, digit for digit. 

l really do need some advice before | emash 
the whole blasted thing up. 

RJ Angell, Cheshire 


I chon't lice 
to tell you 
this, but 
you didn't 
really need ta 
buy the 3.5- 
inch disc 
dreve... The 
ecasy-start 
disc is 
intended tov 
IBM: 
compatible 
PGs, not 
CPCs 
There's no way thes disc wall work on your 6126 
Plus, even ff the disc size ss the same. However, 
you'll be pleased to know that printing from your 
Pius om fact very easy. 

As you have oblmned some success from 
CP/M s PP command. @ seems that the printer is 
plugeed in cornectty wath the mht bead. So let's say 
that you wart to print the words ‘Hello world’. Switch 
on your printer and 6128 Plus, select Amstrad 


As onsy Pra except ned. 


picsaiaaius (aa eleiba cokeoy tarsal pita wie aire) 
from a machine code menu would be well-nigh 
imipHes sable, 

The solution, then, i to have a BASIC 
Usually, this would be done efther by loading in 
the machine code from dice, or poking it in from 
DATA statements. For reasons of speed and 

A BASIC program starts at address £170. 
menu, H's ower by ZI1AD: use a monitor (ouch as 
Maxam) to coo where the first free part of 


Covertape 
clinic 










OC 464, C% 6128, CPC 464 Phas 

























PICASSO" 
«SCREEN DUMP 


Art breaker 
l have a 464 Pius. When | load the 464 
version of your covertape program |[AA107} 
Picasso, the program loads okay, but the 
screen definition is poor. When the 
crosshars are moved to the menu icons the 
moinu bar appears at the top of the screen 
Dut the text 6 unreadable. 

| DOUgHt this 28 & back sie. 
Campbell McDougall, Renfrew 


The 464 version, c¢ 
original CPC 464 users 't have a fill 
routine Bult into ROM, unlike all CPCs ence. 

@ 6128 vergeon (the same goes for 664 


and you should Ge okay. 


Inusingly, Ss intended anhy for 


Writ) coh 


BASS, and type PRINT #E, “Hello world." The 
sentence should appear on the printer. You can do 
the same with any senlence you lke and word 
processors like Protest and Tasword should also 
print happaly to your Cauren 

To get effects ke bold and italics, though, you 
need io set the privlér lo Eoson-compatile mode 
— check the printer manual for how (0 do this. Sadly, 
graphecs printing on 74-on printers, ike pours, i 
generaly not well catered for by CPC programs, $0 
youl have less luck with Stop Press, Advanced Art 
Shoko, and the hoe. You'll stil find the 2.5nch desc 
drive useful, especially now that dinch discs are 
highon impossive to buy at reasonable rates, 


combining the two and caving them out into one 
file. You could write a special routine to load both 
files in and save them out together, but it's 
arguably easier to PEEK and copy out the bytes 
making up the BASIC program (from £170 to 
2£19F, for example), and then ingert them using 
defb at the start of the machine code cource file. 

To finish off, you need to make ture that the 
file in question is marked as BASIC, not machine 
code. Again, you can write a special program to 
load it in and sarvo it out with filetype 0, Hf you're 
just doing a one-off, though, you might as welll 
take a Sector Editor to the first sector of the file, 
replace the G2 in the header (binary file) with OO 
{unprotected BASIC), making sure to decrement 
the two-byte checksum at bytes 67 and 68 


| 













me lot of the letiers thal AA recewes concern 
ae esoftware. You've got a greater chance of 
getting a squeal of enjoyment from watching Denis 
Norden’s attempts at humour than finding a major 
chan store with a blast of CPC softwere. 

The way ahead for some time now has been ma2d 


order, You know that there is an abundance of top 


Quality independent software producers springing up 
at a raring rate, but did you know that you can buy a 
vast range of CPC goodies cheaply? Here are some 
suggestons to help you find the bargains. .. 

A cottage industry has grown up around the 
secondhand market, after all d that is the only way 
you can get hold of soitware then so be if. 

@ Advantage: the gear is dirt cheap, so cheap 
budget tapes for the price of a brand-new one. Why 


CampurSoft 10 sees cour Wellpark, 
‘Glasgow G G31 2HWw : 


“Brunswick Rd, Worthing, Sussex! BNIL co 
e/lax. 01903 206739 7 mes yee a 
Merlin-Serve [¢ address a5 eel 


Norfolk NRI7 IHL = /lax 01953 483750. | 
AUG, 26 Uplands | Crescent, Fareham, Hants. i 
POI6. TSY = 01329 234291 rT a 
WACCI, fi Brungwood Green, Hawarden, ¥ 
Deeside, Clywd CHS. 3A . | 244 534942 
SBIT, Harrowden, 39 High Street, | 

Sutton- -in-the-Isle, Ely, ‘Cambs { CBE 2RA 

T 01353 777006 


buy few when & uted one if pst a pood? 
@ Disadvantage: not many people know of 

these sernces 56 are missing out. However, 
not you, and not now, we hope. 

AA's Angela Cook has set up Merlin-Serve, a 
business selling seconduser softwere and 
SQupment ai the lowest paces possiite. Angela, hit 
upon a beautiful concept. She looked af the situahon 
of the time and decked that ¢ brand-new software 
wes mol beg released then the only option was to 
gather up lots of secondhand gear and let you delve 
into the wares and come out wih a bargain. 

The service ts britant. This is quite a diversion 
for AA because | don't think we have ever reviewed a 
sofware suppher before, but what the hack, you 
mead io hinde. 


The service is magical 

Fast and Mméendly are tit key words surrounding 
Merin-Serve. So many people aré put off from 
ordering second-hand software from indraduals that 
a senece such as this should help nor-irusters to 
get non the act. You could say it is the best thing 


to happen to the CPC in years. 
Angela has lots 4. of cassette games for only 
SOp, many msc offerings for £3, quite a 
F few pieces of hardware, 
magamees and spare 


parts. in short, you should 
find a bargein. She even buys 
your unwanted stuil and consider 
swaps = 2 good way to clear 
| your shelves and lat others lake 
&idvantage of your unneeded goodies. 

There's more, Angela's dad runs a PD 
library called King Arthur's Doman so you 
could do al your Sroppang mt one £0. 
(Setter than QVC = the shopping channel - 
tho, not least because there's something of 
imberest to yc wn i.) 

WAC, that infamous club, has set up a 
hlarket Stall for its members. 

“Whach market is that located in?” 100] 
readers up and down the country are 
asking themselves. Well when if says 
Marked Siae, its actualy a reference to a 
page that is set aside in WACO for 
members to sell thee excess software and 
hardware and plead for warted goods. it's 


a bit like AA's smal ads except that people = in ALA ema 
who place wanted ads aré recorded and [ads) Is 
matched to sellers so, a5 WACC Editor beautiful. 


BARGAINS 





bs 


David Crookes buys an armful of newsprint, 
unsheathes and sharpens his scissors, and hopes 
that the first cut will be the cheapest. 


Paul Dwerryhouse says, 

“rie who wants, talks to he that has,” 

The pebheaton &8i) flormerty Ghit Mart! 
provides an magamme devoted to adverts. This is 
hot 2 pure secondhand fest but there is a large 
amount of classified advertisements whach may 
provide pust what you are looking for, at richculoushy 
cheap pnces. It's worth taking a look. 


Don’t be had 
Whai # you don't ike buying things secondhand for 
fear of getting rubbish in return for your cach? There 
6 2 fee when you buy used goods that what you 
receme has been played about with so moch that it 
has become as wom as Damon Hill's tyres. 
Members of the two major user groups, WACCI 
and the United Amstrad User Group (UAL), can 
claim a discount ona potpourri of goodies from 
respected softies such as SD Microsystems and 
CampurSoft. All you need to do & subsenbe to 
either one of the clubs and save stacks of moolah, 
Then, there are the 44 reader ads (see page 
15). They are free, they cover the whole CPC scene, 
and because they are a section withm AA you get a 
bargain before you even start putting biro to grid, 
What are you waiting for? 
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£ e 





Please add cost of postage and packaging 
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Please make all cheques payable in pounds sterling to Future | 


Publishing Limited, and send the whole lot off to: 
Amstrad Action Back Issues, Future Publishing, FREEPOST, 
Somerton, Somerset TAT] 6BR. No stamp needed within the UK. 


